ADVERSE WEATHER
THE VEHICLE

[image: image1.wmf]When driving in poor weather conditions, a well-maintained vehicle is of the importance. As you cannot foresee when adverse weather will occur, it is of critical importance that the vehicle is maintained in tip top condition at all times. Tyres, being your only contact with the road, should be checked weekly for correct inflation, tread depth (legal minimum is now 1.6mm over the complete contact area), bulges on side walls, rips or nails. Brakes should be correctly adjusted and balanced so that when you brake the car pulls up evenly and smoothly without pulling to one side. Demisters, wipers, lights, indicators, hazard warning lights and rear heated screen should all be in full working order. Always keep a dry cloth or chamois leather in the car, for wiping clear the inside of the windows. 

WEATHER HAZARDS

RAIN

Keep the windscreen clean, this will help the wipers clear the screen quicker. At high speeds your wipers can loose their pressure on the windscreen and this reduces your vision severely, slow down if this happens. Remember when the roads are wet your tyre grip is greatly reduced, allow at least double your braking distance by increasing the distance between yourself and the vehicle in front accordingly. In heavy rain a sheet of water can build up on the road, when this happens surface water can build up under one or more tyres causing it to aquaplane. The first warning of this is usually the steering becoming very light and finally complete loss of steering. This just reinforces the advice, slow down in the wet.
FOG

Fog is not only frustrating but is also one of the most dangerous weather conditions that a driver has to face, because one single accident can so quickly involve many others. If you must drive in the fog, drive slowly and allow time more time for your journey. The thickness of fog can change quickly and you can find yourself suddenly in dense fog. When you are in fog, reduce your speed and switch on your dipped headlights. Remember you must be able to stop well within the distance you can see to be able to clear. If your vehicle is fitted with high density rear fog lamps they should only be used when visibility is severely impaired. When you are following another vehicle leave yourself plenty of room for stopping. There may be something ahead which you cannot possibly see, which will require an emergency stop being carried out unless the necessary space is left. Remember space gives you time and time to brake is vital. 
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Falling snow can have varying effects on driving. When it reduces visibility use your headlights. Except in heavy snow storms, falling or freshly fallen snow does not usually cause much difficulty, provided you are sensible and remember four points. One, increase the gap between you and vehicle in front. Two, test your brakes gently from time to time, because snow can pack around brake linkages and so affect the brakes. Three, wipers even when helped by the heater, may not clear heavy snow, if this happens stop and clear the snow by hand. Four, you may get packed snow on your lamp and indicator lenses, this will need clearing, especially if you are driving at night. Always clear your rear window before you start driving and then keep it clear. Driving on packed snow or ice has been compared to driving on eggs, this certainly gives the right idea. Every control – brakes, accelerator, steering, clutch and gears – must be used very delicately. If you lock the wheels when braking, you cannot steer the car and if you cannot steer, you cannot keep out of trouble.  Braking distances on the ice can easily be ten times the normal distance. Down hill braking calls for careful control of speed before you reach the hill, and while you are on it. Get into a low gear earlier than usual, allow your speed to drop smoothly, by using the braking of the engine and if necessary, use the brake pedal gently and very early, to keep your speed to a controllable level. 

  WIND
[image: image3.wmf]Sudden gusts or crosswinds will push your vehicle to the left or right depending on the direction of the wind. The higher your speed the more drastic the effect will be if your vehicle is caught in crosswinds. When travelling on motorways during windy weather you could find that when passing large or high-sided vehicles that a sudden gust of wind could actually push your car into another lane or even another vehicle. Remember that cyclists, motorcyclists, high sided vehicles and caravans are more severely effected so allow for this when overtaking, give them clearance. The general rule is keep your speed down and give more than clearance especially on fast roads and motorways.
SUN

When the sun dazzles you, slow down immediately and pull down your sun visor, this will shield your eyes so that you can see. In the winter months you may find that the sun is very low and that the visor will not pull down low enough to shield your eyes, always keep sunglasses in your car to wear under these circumstances. 
