MIRROR SIGNAL MANOEUVRE
MSPSL Routine

This routine should be applied when dealing with any hazard or potential hazard, a hazard being anything that may cause you to alter the speed or direction of your vehicle - for instance, something as apparently straightforward as approaching a speed hump. You should first check your mirrors to judge how safe it is to brake. By using your mirrors early and progressively, your rear brake lights act as a signal to alert following drivers of the need to slow down. In this example your position would generally be unchanged. As you slow down to the correct speed to deal with the speed hump smoothly, select the most appropriate gear for that speed, whilst all the time continuing to look to ensure that it is safe to continue.

MSPSL at junctions

Major road to minor road

When approaching a junction from major to minor road first check your mirrors to assess the speed and position of any following vehicles. Identify the junction then signal clearly and in good time. Position your vehicle when it is safe to do so. Slow down to the correct speed and select the most appropriate gear. As you approach you should look to see if it is safe to continue or if it would be better to wait. Keep assessing the situation, decide and act accordingly.

Minor road to major road

Similarly, when approaching a junction from minor to major you should apply the MSPSL routine. First check your mirrors to assess following traffic. Identify the junction then signal at the correct time. Position your vehicle as soon as it is safe to do so. Slow down to the correct speed and select the most appropriate gear for the situation. You should be constantly looking to assess what you need to do. As you near the junction expect that you may need to give way to other road users already on the major road. At some junctions road signs or markings may order you to stop and give way to these road users. In this case you must stop at the stop line no matter what traffic is like on the road you wish to enter. You should also apply the handbrake. You may only move off when you have a clear view and have decided that it is safe act.
