MEETING ONCOMING TRAFFIC
Meeting oncoming traffic is when the road is narrowed so that two cars cannot pass easily leaving a doors width clearance. This could be caused by parked cars or other obstructions such as road works, skips etc. The rule is to give way if the obstruction is on your left, stopping in such a place to allow the oncoming traffic to pass (the ‘Holdback Position’). Do not stop too close to the kerb as vehicles following may think that you have parked. Also make sure you leave enough distance from the obstruction so that you can move off easily. Remember if you are too close to an obstruction it narrows your field of view, so leave about two cars lengths between your car and the obstruction. This gap may need to be increased by quite a lot if the oncoming vehicle is large, eg, a bus or lorry. Always check your mirrors before moving off. 

When the obstruction is on your right you have priority, but be prepared to stop if oncoming traffic does not give way or is already passing the obstruction. If you do have to stop, wait in a position that will allow oncoming traffic to pass.

If there are obstructions both sides of the road then the general rule is the nearest to the obstruction has the right of way but If In Doubt WAIT. If the vehicle(s) coming from the other direction do not give way, then stop in a safe position which will allow oncoming traffic to pass.

If you are moving through two lines of parked vehicles and another vehicle starts to come from the other direction and shows no sign of giving way, look for a gap in the parked vehicles on your side of the road to move into. If there isn’t a big enough gap on your side look for one on the other side of the road and wait opposite it so that the oncoming vehicle can pull in to allow you to pass. 

If you are travelling downhill, you should give way to traffic coming uphill as it is easier for a vehicle to move away when facing downhill. 

Remember always give way to large vehicles such as lorries, buses etc. it is more difficult for them to stop, start or manoeuvre because of their size.   
