MIRRORS
Mirrors are an essential aid to safe driving; it is of paramount importance to be aware of what’s happening behind you as well as in front.

A car is usually fitted with three mirrors, an internal or rear view mirror and door mirrors on either side of the car. Correct adjustment is important for correct observation. It will have been explained how to adjust them on your first lesson (cockpit drill).

Although you have three mirrors fitted to your car, you will still have blind spots. These are areas behind you which you can’t see through your mirrors.

Mirrors on the move

Checking the mirrors on the move gives you the opportunity to get a good picture of the direction and speed of following traffic. It is very important to check your mirrors when:

· Indicating

· Changing direction

· Accelerating

· Slowing down

· Stopping

Signalling

Checking your mirrors well before signalling will allow you to see how your signal will affect the traffic following and whether a signal is necessary when pulling in to park or moving off.

Changing Direction

Before changing direction, whether to the right or left, an early check in your mirrors will allow you to see if and when it is safe to manoeuvre the car and if a signal would help other road users.

Slowing down and stopping

Before slowing down or stopping you must check your mirrors beforehand. You may need to slow down or stop when approaching pedestrian crossings, crossroads, traffic lights etc. When a road is very busy the picture behind may change frequently, during this time check your mirrors more often in case you need to stop suddenly. Checking your mirrors should become a habit early on in your training, so should acting on what you see.

SIGNALS

Indicators should be used to alert other road users to our intention to turn. Modern cars are fitted with self cancelling indicators. This means that when you straighten the steering wheel after a turn, the signal switches itself off. If your change in direction is only slight, such as a lane change, the signal may not turn off automatically, so you would need to switch it off by hand. When you have used your indicators, make sure that they have cancelled; otherwise you could mislead other drivers, possibly with serious consequences.

Care should be taken ‘T’ junctions when observing signals used by other road users. If a car is approaching on the main road from the right with its left indicator on the driver of the car could do any of the following:

· Park before the junction 

· Turn left into the junction 

· Park after the junction 

· Drive straight past the junction (driver unaware that the signal is on)

If the driver of car is going to park after the junction or has forgotten the signal is on and you assume he is turning left, there could be an accident. Never assume that a signal is being given correctly, wait until you see the car turning or slowing.

