MOVING OFF AND STOPPING
STARTING TO DRIVE

Pre-start check

· Check the handbrake is on, by firmly pulling up - remember keep the button pushed in.

· Check the gear lever is in neutral, it should move freely from side to side.
Starting the engine

· Insert fob into dashboard.

· Push in clutch and press the “Start/Stop” button once.

Moving off from rest
· Prepare

· Observe

· Move
Prepare

· Using the left foot press the clutch firmly to the floor.

· Select first gear smoothly.

· Ease up the clutch pedal to the biting point. Remember the first part of the clutch pedal travel does nothing, so try to move it up quite quickly. When you are close to the biting point move the pedal slowly. With practise you will feel and hear the biting point.

· Using the right foot very gently press the gas pedal down a little.

· Now hold both pedals still in this position.

Observe

· Use your mirrors and check in both blind spots.

· Decide whether you need to signal and do so if necessary.

· Don’t signal for cars from behind, they may assume we will move off in front of them.

Move

· When it is safe, release the handbrake, ease up a fraction more on the clutch and press a little further on the gas pedal. The car will start to move.

· As the car moves away, ease the clutch up slowly and then take your foot off the clutch pedal. As you are doing this, press the gas pedal further down to accelerate the car.

Steering

· Keep parallel to the kerb, about three feet away.

· Look well ahead, do not look at the kerb just in front of the vehicle as this will cause you to steer towards it.

· Avoid jerky movements of the steering wheel.

Stopping
· Mirror

· Signal

· Manoeuvre
Mirror
· Check your mirrors for vehicles travelling behind. Also look for pedestrians ahead of you that may want to cross the road and vehicles coming towards you. Any of these would mean a signal was necessary.

Signal

· If you have decided that you need to signal, signal left to show that you are stopping on the left.

Manoeuvre

· Take the right foot gently off the accelerator, the car will start to slow down.

· Move your right foot over the brake pedal and push it down lightly.

· Look for a “Safe Legal and Convenient” place to bring the car to a stop.
· Just before the car stops, press the clutch pedal firmly down to the floor, with the left foot. This will disengage the engine from the road wheels, preventing the car from stalling.

· When the car has stopped apply the handbrake and put the gear level in neutral. This is the same as the pre-start check.

· Take both feet off the pedals.

· If you have used a signal, remember to check if it has cancelled.

Remember to use your reference point to judge the distance when stopping next to the kerb.
