PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS
The zebra crossing is an uncontrolled pedestrian crossing. The pelican, puffin and toucan crossings are light controlled. All other crossings are controlled by either police, traffic wardens or lollipop persons. Approach to all types is similar – check mirrors and be prepared to slow down or stop if necessary. Harsh braking should be avoided except in an emergency.

Zebra crossings

These are easily distinguished by the black and white stripes across the road and the flashing amber beacons. On approach check mirrors, then look at both sides of the crossing to see if anyone is waiting to cross. If there is, slow down to stop smoothly. If no-one is waiting to cross, then check both sides, if anyone is walking towards the crossing they may or may not want to cross. Do not try to race the pedestrians to the crossing, slow down and be prepared to stop as they may be waiting to cross by the time you get there. Do not park, wait or overtake on the zigzags of a zebra crossing. Do not call or beckon pedestrians across the crossing, you may have seen them and are prepared to stop but other drivers may not have seen them, so this could be very dangerous. If a zebra crossing is separated by a central refuge then you must treat it as two separate crossings. So if your side of the crossing is clear you may proceed even if pedestrians are on the other side. However take extreme caution. Remember if in doubt WAIT.
Pelican Crossings 
These are controlled by traffic lights with a push button for pedestrians. Again the first action will be to check the mirrors on the approach and look ahead to see what colour the lights are on. The sequence of lights is similar to normal traffic lights, except that red and amber (together) are replaced by the flashing amber. The sequence is red, flashing amber, green, amber, red. Your action will be dependant upon the light that is showing on your approach and the likelihood of it changing. 

· If red then stop. 

· If flashing amber, then stop if pedestrians are using the crossing, but if the crossing is clear you may proceed. 

· If green, then proceed if you can clear the crossing.
· If amber, then stop if you can do so safely (without skidding or losing control).

Again prior knowledge, by looking ahead for any pedestrians waiting at the crossing or walking towards the crossing will help you decide if the lights are likely to change.  This will help you decide how much to slow down on approach to the crossing. Remember on busy high streets someone may have pressed the button and walked away before you get there, so more care would be called for in this instance.

If a pelican crossing has a central refuge it is still treated as one crossing providing it is straight across the road. If the crossings are staggered then they will be controlled by two sets of traffic lights and are treated as two separate crossings.

Puffin Crossings
These should be treated in a similar way to pelican crossings. The main difference is that when the pedestrian pushes the button they may stand by the push button so that the detector knows they are waiting to cross. The puffin crossing has a standard traffic light sequence and detectors that change the lights when the crossing is clear of pedestrians. 

Toucan Crossings

These are for cyclists as well as pedestrians, cyclists can ride across. The signals are push button operated and have no flashing amber light.  
